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	The high-level dialogue on "Advancing Africa's Economic Transformation through Africa's - US Private Sector Partnerships" convened on the margins of the IMF/World Bank Spring Meetings. The expert dialogue underscored that realizing Africa's long-term developmental blueprint, Agenda 2063, requires an immediate and decisive shift away from predominantly aid-based models toward trade, investment, and private sector-led growth. Against the backdrop of shifting global supply chains, geopolitical competition, and the rapid expansion of Africa's role in the global economy,
	the panel discussion brought together senior officials from the African Union, US government representatives, development finance institutions, and private sector leaders. The consensus was clear: Africa is no longer just a destination for aid, but a critical, central player in future growth markets, renewable energy expansion, and digital transformation. Consequently, the dialogue focused on practical measures to mobilize and de-risk US private sector investment to align with continental initiatives such as the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the Program for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA).
	The foundational consensus of the panel discussion was that the private sector is the absolute core partner for delivering on Africa's socio-economic transformation. H.E. Nardos Bekele-Thomas highlighted that 80% of Africa's employment is provided by the private sector. Furthermore, the majority of the estimated $1.5 trillion required annually to finance Agenda 2063 must come from private capital.
	The discussion established that the question is no longer whether the private sector should lead, but rather how to create the enabling environment, de-risk investments, and build structured partnerships with US investors. Mavis Owusu-Gyamfi emphasized that the goal is not merely economic growth, but genuine economic transformation that diversifies economies and ensures global export competitiveness.

	We know for sure that 80% of Africa's employment is not provided by the public sector, it's provided by the private sector... the role of the private sector in our socioeconomic transformation is not something debatable... it's foundational is mandatory.
	H.E. Nardos Bekele-Thomas CEO of AUDA-NEPAD

	We need to empower those institutions. They belong to Africans. They are profitable. They are successful. They have the highest governance... If one can bring another 70 billion in our institution, we will provide them  10% return on equity in US dollars.
	Dr. Corneille Karekezi Chairperson, AAMFI & Group Managing Director/CEO, African Reinsurance Corporation (Africa Re)


